
Course Number
PSC-291R-01
Course Description
This course is designed to introduce students to the study of urban politics. Urban politics is an inherently
interdisciplinary endeavor, and to make sense of it we will read the works of historians, sociologists,
geographers, and economists as well as political scientists during the term. The first part of the course examines
urban political development, with a review of some of the work that situates political analysis in historical
perspective. Next, the focus turns to the question of governance, considering political cultural and regime theory
approaches to the politics of building and maintaining urban governing coalitions. Governing ethnically, racially,
and economically diverse regions under conditions of limited authority and with significant economic constraints
(including global ones) is the story of US urban politics in contemporary times. But the tension is not a new one.
So, we will investigate the relationship between politics and economics from the nation's founding until the
present time to see the continuities in the urban politics narrative. Special attention will be given to the role that
race has played in shaping urban politics and policies. Additionally, the concentration of vulnerable populations
in inner cities has given rise to a host of public policies designed to ameliorate the conditions of American's
urban centers. To what extent have those policies been effective? We will also evaluate the checkered past of
federal urban policies and examine the enduring consequences these policies have had on the urban landscape.
The final part of the course will zero in on selected US cities for the analysis of their specific political issues
Academic Term
22/SP
Instructor
Wiest, Sara
Location & Meeting Time
Lippman-012+ M/W/F 11:45AM-12:50PM LEC
Credits
1.00
Capacity
20
Total Students
12
Common Curriculum
SOCS Social Science
WAC Writing Across Curriculum
Academic Department
Political Science
Field Of Study
Political Science (PSC)


